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Philadelphia’s Masonic Temple Offers French Tours in September for Gen. Lafayette’s
Bicentennial

(Philadelphia, PA) -- Gen. Marquis de Lafayette is well known as an American Revolutionary War
hero, but a less known fact is that he was also a Freemason, which heavily influenced his role. In
honor of the bicentennial of Lafayette’s American farewell tour — a series of events being celebrated
in Philadelphia and across the country —the Masonic Temple in Philadelphia is offering French-
speaking guided tours of the building, including an exhibition showcasing written correspondence
by Lafayette and other artifacts from the museum collection.

The tours — a partnership with Alliance Francaise de Philadelphia and The American Friends of
Lafayette — will be held on Sept. 19 and 27, from 6 — 7 p.m., at the Masonic Temple, One North
Broad Street, Philadelphia.

The American Friends of Lafayette will also host an elegant Lafayette dinner with entertainment at
the Masonic Temple on Saturday, Sept. 28, at 6 p.m. This eventis open to the public and will include
a cocktail hour provided by Catering by Design, along with free tours of the Temple. A plated French
dinner will follow, where guests will be entertained by a trio of musicians playing period music on
period instruments. Period dress is encouraged, but not required.

Registration information for the events is available at www.PaMasonicTemple.org/events.

“The special bond between Marquis de Lafayette and Gen. George Washington, also a Mason, was
forged during the American Revolution,” said Michael McKee, executive director of the Masonic
Temple. “These Masonic brothers gave birth to the spirit of independence and dignity at the core of
the American culture. It’s with honor that Pennsylvania Freemasons, along with the Alliance
Francaise de Philadelphia and The American Friends of Lafayette, celebrate the 200™ anniversary of
the return of Lafayette to Philadelphia on Sept. 28, 2024. We can never forget the special bond
between France and the United States.”

Philadelphia events will kick off at the National Constitution Center on Saturday, Sept. 28 - 200
years to the day when 50,000 people lined the streets of Philadelphia to greet the returning French
nobleman and military officer who volunteered to join the Continental Army, led by Washington, in
the war.

The French language tours at the Masonic Temple, led by Freemason Daniel Roncato (who grew up
in France), will feature numerous handwritten letters by Lafayette and other items highlighting his



remarkable historical accomplishments. English translations of the documents will also be
available.

“We are fortunate at the Masonic Temple to possess some of his correspondence with his French
acquaintances, offering unique insights into his life and legacy,” Roncato said.

On Sept. 27, 1824, Philadelphia Freemasons greeted Lafayette with a candlelit procession and
embraced him as one of their own at an elaborate dinner. Lafayette lived his life based on the moral
and ethical values shared by Freemasons.

“l don’t know if we would be talking about Lafayette today if he wasn’t a Mason,” said Chuck
Schwam, executive director and Bicentennial Committee chair with The American Friends of
Lafayette. “| don’t even know if he would have come to the U.S. The Masons in Philadelphia and
around the country came out in droves to see him. No entity was more supportive of Lafayette then
the Masons in 1824 and 1825

The partnership between the Alliance Francaise de Philadelphia, The American Friends of Lafayette
and the Masonic Temple was a result of efforts to help accommodate the growing French
community in Philadelphia, said Philippe Poirier, executive director of Alliance Francaise de
Philadelphia, a group that aims to engage the greater Philadelphia community in the study and
exploration of the French language and Francophone culture.

Roughly 10,000 people living in Philadelphia speak French as a first, second or foreign language,
Poirier said. Forty percent of new residents in the city speak French and are from Africa or other
former territories of France, according to the Office of Immigrant Affairs in Philadelphia.

“It’s a pretty large population worldwide, so it makes sense we see a lot of French people in
Philadelphia who are looking to participate in educational and cultural experiences,” Poirier said.
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For more information on Lafayette activities in Philadelphia the weekend of Sept. 27-29:
Lafayette Bicentennial in Philadelphia (27-29 Sept) Tickets, Philadelphia, 27 September to 29
September | AllEvents.in

For more information on the Masonic Temple:
Home - Masonic Temple, Library & Museum (pamasonictemple.org)

For more information on The American Friends of Lafayette:
The American Friends of Lafayette - Home (wildapricot.org)


https://allevents.in/philadelphia/lafayette-bicentennial-in-philadelphia-27-29-sept/80002949311629
https://allevents.in/philadelphia/lafayette-bicentennial-in-philadelphia-27-29-sept/80002949311629
https://pamasonictemple.org/
https://friendsoflafayette.wildapricot.org/

For more information on Alliance Francaise de Philadelphia:
Alliance Francaise de Philadelphie - Home (afphila.com)

A National Historic Landmark in the heart of Philadelphia, the Masonic Temple at One North Broad
Street is home to the Masonic Library and Museum and the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. The
building features a Norman-style exterior which ushers visitors inside, where stylistic references to
the Middle Ages give way to a fantasy of Renaissance-inspired neoclassicism in the corridors and
stairs and to 19th century “eclectic revivalism” in the lodge rooms. The Masonic Library and
Museum, which maintains and preserves the Masonic Temple, supports the Academy of Masonic
Knowledge and the John Wanamaker Resource Center, as well as the preservation of buildings and
monuments dedicated to Freemasonry. ONE North Broad, housed inside the Masonic Temple, is a
wedding and corporate events venue that utilizes all of the magnificent spaces in the building.
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